
Welcome to Third Grade!
We look forward to meeting you and working with you throughout the year.  We are the third grade 

team and you will be “seeing” all of us throughout the school year, so please allow us to briefly introduce 
ourselves in this letter.  We truly hope that you and your families have had a relaxing and safe summer.  
While it might seem too soon to think about it (didn’t the summer JUST start?!), the school year is quickly 
approaching and we’ve been hard at work preparing for our students!

Although this school year will be different than any before, “change is an opportunity to do 
something amazing,” and we view this year as a chance to grow, take risks, and explore new ways of 
learning.  We still believe that everything fun, exciting, and special about the “typical” third grade 
experience is possible and can even be done in innovative ways, so we are very excited to get started! 
We encourage you to join us in promoting positivity in this new and unique learning experience to best 
support our students’ success in making this a memorable and enjoyable  year. 

Third grade is an incredible time to watch your child’s skills grow and develop. It is also a 
fundamental year, in which your child will become a more mature and independent student. Third 
graders become more advanced readers, writers, mathematicians, and thinkers by digging deeper into 
topics and beginning to analyze what they read and learn. The focus shifts from learning to read to 
reading to learn. We will strive to make each day of learning a fun and enriching process for your child.

Here are a few ways you can help your child get ready for the first day of this exciting school year:
 

● Ask your child to think about something from their summer to share with the class.
● Talk to your child about public safety, and the importance of keeping our hands clean.  
● Have your child practice wearing their mask.  Make sure it fits and is comfortable, then decorate it 

if possible!  Build stamina by wearing it for a few minutes at a time, and gradually increasing time.
● Talk to your child about some learning goals and hopes for this year. What do they want to learn? 

What do they hope third grade will be like? 
● Starting about a week before school, help your child get back on a school schedule so they’ll be 

well rested and have a great start to the year!

This year will surely be a new experience for us all.  We appreciate your support, patience, and 
flexibility as we work through these changes and learn new things together. We encourage an open line 
of communication as partners in your student’s education and success. You know your child better than 
anyone and your input will help us to teach and support each student as a unique individual. Please 
contact us if we can further support your child in any way. Additionally, please keep an eye on your email 
for a survey during the first week of school.  We look forward to collaborating with you.

Christopher Ale          Jaimie DeMarco-Layton          Dana Kleinman



Get To Know the Teachers:
Education:
I graduated from Rowan University, and I am currently completing my 
Master’s of Education from Stockton University.
Teaching Experience: 
This is my first year at Bret Harte Elementary teaching third grade!
Personal:
In my free time I read, do schoolwork, and spend time with friends and 
family. I had a great summer getting to know the teachers and faculty here 
at Bret Harte and I am looking forward to meeting all of you! 
Contact: cale@chclc.org  Extension: 4606

Education:
I grew up in Marlton and graduated from Cherokee High School.  I 
have a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education and English 
from TCNJ.
Teaching Experience: 
I have been teaching 3rd grade for 4 years.
Personal:
I enjoy spending time with family and friends.  I live with my 
husband, Matt, my spunky dog, Rosie, and my kooky cat, Alice.  
Matt and Rosie and I love to hike and spend time at the beach!
Contact:  jademarco@chclc.org Extension- 4605

Education: 
I attended Stockton Elementary, Beck Middle School, and Cherry 
Hill East. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education, as 
well as a Master’s Degree in Special Education, from Saint Joseph’s 
University in Philadelphia, PA. 
Teaching Experience: 
This is  my 13th year teaching. I have  taught 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade. 
Personal:
I live in Voorhees with my husband Josh, our children Stella (3) and 
Hudson (8 months), and our dog Milo.  My family had a fun summer 
together going on outdoor adventures, and I am feeling refreshed 
and excited to begin a new school year. 
Contact: DKleinman@chclc.org Extention: 4613

Please feel free to reach out with questions, or just to say “hi”!

Mrs. DeMarco-Layton

Mr. Ale

Mrs. Kleinman



HELLO     3rd Grader!
Welcome to 3rd grade! I hope you have 

been enjoying your summer, and spending 

quality time with your families. I am new to 

Bret Harte, so I can’t wait to meet all of you 

for the very first time!

Our first day is on September 8th! 

Please do your best to relax and enjoy the 

start of the school year! We are going to 

have fun, learn a lot, and stay safe. 

I can’t wait to see you either in person 

or remotely on the 1st day of school. I am 

excited to start the school year and I am so 

happy to be your teacher! 

                                 Your Teacher,

                                         Mr. Ale 

A FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS
Color: Green 

Food: Any Fruit or Veggie, Fresh Baked Bread 

Candy: TJ’s Dark Chocolate Peanut Butter Cups

Drink: Water, Herbal Tea

Hobby: Reading, Cooking, Spending time outdoors

Season: Fall

Things to Do: Teaching, Visiting Art Museums and 
Historic Homes, Listening to my favorite music

TOP TEN THINGS ABOUT MR. ALE
10. I have one lovable, elderly cat.

9. I am passionate about geography, and 
co-coordinate the state Geography Bee. 

8. I love spending time with my 
one-and-a-half-year-old niece.

7. I try to stay informed on world news, and 
want to help us all become conscientious, 
global citizens!

6. I am patient, helpful, and a good listener.

5. I am currently a teacher and a student. I 
know how challenging school-work can be, so 
I am always happy to give additional help.

4. I have a degree in History, so I love to 
include a little bit of the past in my lessons.

3. I love to spend time outdoors;  on days 
when we can learn outside, we will!

2. My classroom is a safe space, free of 
judgment and ridicule. It is important to me 
that everyone feels comfortable to contribute 
and ask questions. 

1. I believe in you. I know you are all capable 
of great things and I want to help you achieve 
success in 3rd grade!



HELLO  3rd Grader!
           Welcome to 3rd grade! I hope you are having a 
great summer, full of safe adventures and 
memory-making! I have done so many exciting things this 
summer and can’t wait to meet you and tell you all about 
it!

          Our first day is September 8th, but you might 
“see” me before then.  I am delighted that we will share 
a learning space this year, whether it is in-person at Bret 
Harte, or online.

I have so much to tell you, and I just know that I 
have so much to learn from you too!  Enjoy the rest of 
your summer break.  See you soon!
 

                                              Your Teacher,
                                                      Mrs. DeMarco-Layton
 

TOP TEN things about 
Mrs. DeMarco-Layton

10. I grew up in Marlton (about 10 min. away from 
Bret Harte)!

9. I love to read and compete in a reading 
competition every year.

8. I watch LOTS of sports. In my home, we 
are fans of the Flyers, Sixers, Mets, and the 
University of Miami Hurricanes.

7. I have 2 pets: A grey cat named Alice, and 
an Australian Shepherd dog mix named Rosie.

6. This will be my 5th year teaching. 

5. I am creative, patient, and generous.

4. I always try to approach challenges 
with a growth mindset.

3. I like to take risks and try new 
teaching methods, then ask my 
students how I can improve.

2. Your happiness and joy are just 
as important as your learning.  I 
will always be willing to listen if you 
need someone to talk to.

1.  I believe in you. I know that 
you are important and you are 
capable of amazing things.

A few of my favorite things…
Color: Orange

Food: Sushi

Candy: Caramel Cremes

Drink: Coffee

Hobby: Playing my ukulele, Reading

Season: Summer

Book: The One and Only Ivan

     Things to Do: Teaching, Hiking, Yoga



HELLO     3rd Grader!
           Welcome to 3rd grade! I hope you 
are having a great summer, full of fun 
activities and adventures! I have done so 
many exciting things this summer and 
loved making memories with my family. 

Although this school year may look a 
little bit different, I am just as eager and 
excited as ever to share this 3rd grade 
journey with you. 

          The first week of school begins on 
September 8th. I can’t wait to meet you, 
whether you will be virtual or in-person! 
Most importantly, I am THRILLED to be 
your teacher! 

                                    Your Teacher,
                                       Mrs. Kleinman
 

A few of my favorite things…

Color: Pink
Food: Tacos
Candy: Reese’s PB Cups
Drink: Coffee or Fruit Smoothies
Hobby: Gardening & Crafting
Season: Fall
Animal: My Dog Milo 
Book: Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs, Wonder

TOP TEN THINGS ABOUT 
MRS. KLEINMAN

10. I grew up in Cherry Hill and attended 
Stockton Elementary, Beck, and CH East.

9. I love the beach and boardwalk in 
Ocean City, NJ.

8.This will be my 13th year teaching. 

7. I have an adorable, sweet dog named 
Milo.  He is a Shih-Tzu. 

6.  I am patient, humorous, helpful, and a 
good listener.

5. I don’t give up. I am very determined to 
achieve goals.

4.  I am a fan of all Philadelphia sports 
teams!

3. I have a 3 year old daughter named 
Stella who loves to sing and listen to 
stories. I have an 8 month old son named 
Hudson who loves to crawl and eat. 

2. Your happiness and smile are just as 
important as your learning.  I can be a 
good listening ear, if you ever need to 
talk.

1.  I believe in you. I can’t wait to 
motivate you in reaching your goals this 
school year!


